
The moving sculpture “Servant Savior” depicts Jesus Christ washing the feet of His disciples just prior to  
The Lord’s Supper. Created in 2004 by the late master sculptor Samuel Gore, “Servant Savior” was given to  

Mississippi College by the children of Robert and Sara Hederman.
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MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE
GR ADUATION ETIQUET TE

o u t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r 
o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  p r e s e n t:

        

SILENCE ALL DEVICES

 

HOLD YOUR APPLAUSE
UNTIL PROMPTED

NO AIR HORNS 
OR NOISEMAKERS

 

PLEASE TAKE ALL PICTURES
WITH YOUR GRADUATE
BEFORE THE CEREMONY

*The audience will please stand.

MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE
W INTER COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
SCHOOL OF CHRISTI A N ST UDIES a n d t h e  ARTS

SCHOOL OF HUM A NITIES a n d  SOCI AL SCIENCES
SCHOOL OF NURSING

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE a n d  M ATHEM ATICS
INTERDISCIPLINARY ST UDIES

 
a. e. Wood coliseum, clinton, mississippi

f r iday, december 15, 2023
10:00 a.m.

*PROCESSIONAL
“Veritas March”

by Benjamin Williams
Tyler Kemp

Instructor and Faculty Accompanist,  
Department of Music

*COLLECTIVE CHRISTMAS CAROL
“O Come All Ye Faithful”

by John Francis Wade
Dr. Renee Wilson 

Associate Professor of Music Education,  
Department of Music

Tyler Kemp

INVOCATION
Gregory Travis, “The Mayor”

Public Safety Officer
Van “Doc” Quick Distinguished  

Staff Member, 2022-2023

WELCOME and PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
Dr. Blake Thompson

President, Mississippi College

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Dr. Melinda Gann

Associate Professor, School of  
Science and Mathematics

Distinguished Professor, 2022-2023

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Dr. Marcelo Eduardo 

Dean, School of Business

Dr. Wayne VanHorn 
Dean, School of Christian Studies and the Arts

Dr. John Meadors 
Acting Dean, School of Humanities

and Social Sciences

Dr. Kimberly Sharp 
Dean, School of Nursing

Dr. Stan Baldwin 
Dean, School of Science and Mathematics

Dr. Mike Highfield 
Graduate Dean, Provost and Executive Vice President

Dr. Blake Thompson 
President

ALUMNI CHARGE
Dr. Jim Turcotte

Vice President
Executive Director Alumni Association

*ALMA MATER
by George Mackie
Dr. Renee Wilson

Tyler Kemp

*CLOSING STATEMENT
Dr. Mike Highfield

*BENEDICTION 
Dr. Wayne VanHorn

*RECESSIONAL
“Stately Processional”

by James S. Sclater
Tyler Kemp
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Wi n t er 2023 com mencemen t

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
dr. marcelo eduardo, dean

Bachelor of Science in  
BuSineSS adminiStration

Taylor Sherelle Ben, Philadelphia, MS
Peyton Sawyer Bradley, Terry, MS
Aron D. Brown, Jackson, MS
Megan Alaine Bryant, Brighton, TN
Jacob Taylor Carithers, Brookhaven, MS
Matthew Chase Cooper, Madison, MS
Jake William Cotten, Gulfport, MS
Brian Dang, Clinton, MS
Santiago Sampedro Diosa, Brandon, MS
Amber Denise Fuller, Pearl, MS
Dylan Matthew Gilbert, Anniston, AL
Margherita Giubilato, Martellago Veneto, Italy
Braxton Nathaniel Hall, Hoover, AL
Jaylan Wayne Hassell, Olive Branch, MS
Avery Elizabeth Hederman, Jackson, MS
Schuyler Michael Hickman, Dyersburg, TN
Elaena Callan Hutcherson, Clinton, MS
Chiquentia Marie Jenkins, Jackson, MS
Connor Patrick Jones, Madison, MS
Kayla Farren Lindsey, Florence, MS
Andrew Hudson McCaa, Brandon, MS  
Sofia Alexandra Melgar, Clinton, MS
Jacy Nicole Miller, Brookhaven, MS
Dalton James Moore, Biloxi, MS
Preston Taylor Noland, Tupelo, MS
Soliday Phauk, Grenada, MS
Autumn Isabella Phillips, Houston, TX
Anna Elizabeth Pittman, Hattiesburg, MS
Harrison Ashley Ray, Byhalia, MS
Alex Tyrone Riley, Jackson, MS
Douglas Dean Schuler, Abita Springs, LA
Luke Jeremiah Sims, Hattiesburg, MS
Barrie Katherine Smith, Brandon, MS
Hunter Michael Smith, Germantown, TN
Dumas Daniel Tua Caicedo, Maracaibo Zulia,       
     Venezuela
Nakedra T. Weathersby, Clinton, MS
Kaitlyn Grace Williamson, Hernando, MS
Stratton Lane Willis, Chelsea, AL

With high honorS

Avery Elizabeth Hederman
      Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at a Pervasively 

Sectarian University;College-going Experiences of 
Students with Hearing Disability

     Dr. V. Brooks Poole

 
maSter of accountancy

Caleb Mckenzie Carpenter, Clinton, MS*   
     Major:  Master of Accountancy

Ashley C. Gray, Pearl, MS*
     Major:  Master of Accountancy

Mary Victoria Holmes, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Master of Accountancy

Brady Brackin McDaniel, Jackson, MS*    
     Major:  Finance Concentration 

Romar Paeste Tapeceria, Barrigada, Guam*
     Major:  Master of Accountancy

Tabatha Whigham-Bankhead, Ridgeland, MS
     Major:  Master of Accountancy

maSter of BuSineSS 
adminiStration

Terrence De’von Barnes, Canton, MS
      Major:  Accounting Concentration

Alana Brooks Canady, Sherwood, AR
     Major:  MIS Concentration

Grant Joseph Falla, Hattiesburg, MS
     Major:  Accounting Concentration

Joseph Dylan Gatewood, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Daniel Luis Grewatz, Madison, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Alexa Claire Hogan, Meridian, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Traylon Ashton Lewis, Bay St. Louis, MS
     Major:  Accounting Concentration 
 
William Kirby Marchant, Flowood, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Dierrah Terrielle McInnis, Madison, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Joel Morgan, Madison, MS*
     Major:  Business Administration

Angelica Punu Quiambao, Barrigada, Guam
     Major:  Business Administration

Benedikt Strauchmann, Weißenfels Saxony-Anhalt,       
     Germany   
     Major:  Finance Concentration

Danielle Elizabeth Watts Street, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

Riley Stephen Street, Madison, MS
     Major:  Finance Concentration

Jake Henegan Weathersby, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Business Administration

SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES AND THE ARTS
dr. Wayne Vanhorn, dean

Bachelor of artS

Evan Tyler Donahue, Tuscaloosa, AL

Bachelor of fine artS

Hailey Hettich, Winnsboro, TX
Caroline Elise Reed, Ridgeland, MS
Adeline Noel Richardson, Canton, GA
Ayesha Patrice Sanders, D’Lo, MS
Roderick Catrell Taylor, Jr., Greenwood, MS

Bachelor of Science

Noah Tyler Crowe, Clinton, MS
Paxton Alexander Dorch, Bremen, GA 
Ashlynn Rivers Futral, Redlands, CA 
Shauna Nicole Gandenberger, Hazlehurst, MS
Stevie Savannah Hayles, Pontotoc, MS
Brennan Joseph Heard, Baton Rouge, LA
Gordon Lee Huey III, Florence, MS   
Eric Daniel Lichterman, Memphis, TN*
Sarah Rebecca Riser, Moss Point, MS
Laura Joy Travis, Clinton, MS
Cooper Michelle Welch, Clinton, MS
Emma Kate Young, Lafayette, LA

Bachelor of Science  
in education

Brittany Tiara Bradley, Southaven, MS
Emily Ann Pearson, Madison, MS

maSter of education

Neely Riley Walker, Plantersville, MS*
     Major:  Art Education

Katherine Holbrook Warlick, Birmingham, AL
     Major:  Art Education     

maSter of fine artS

Dawan Tamika Collins, La Place, LA*
     Major:  Visual Arts-Two Dimensional 
       Thesis:  An Analysis and Case Study of  Human 

Emotions and Their Influence in the Production of Art
     Thesis Committee:
     Mr. Randy H. Jolly, Chair 
     Mr. Ray Gregory
     Dr. Randolph B. Miley
     Dr. Stephanie D. Busbea

Meredith Hope Henry, Madison, MS
      Major:  Visual Arts-Three Dimensional 

Thesis:  Ceramic Forms: A Synthesis of Art Noveau, 
Art Deco, and Abstract Expressionism 
Thesis Committee:  
Dr. Randolph B. Miley, Chair 
Mr. Ray Gregory 
Mr. Randy Jolly
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Maidie Clowers Jackson, Pontotoc, MS
      Major:  Visual Arts-Two Dimensional 

Thesis:  Portraits of Five Biblically Significant 
Women Based Upon Their Cultural and Ethnic 
Backgrounds 
Thesis Committee: 
Dr. Randolph B. Miley, Chair 
Mr. Ben Ivey 
Ms. D.P. Smith

 
maSter of Science

Jamie Elizabeth Dykes, Lucedale, MS
     Major:  Graphic Design

Tony Bernard Gilbert II, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Strategic Communication

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
dr. John meadors, acting dean

Bachelor of artS

Joseph Antonio Aviles, Collinsville, MS 
Alexandria Nicole Harris, Carthage, MS
James Otis Harthcock II, Florence, MS
Monroe Johnson Hilton, V, Brandon, MS*
Carolyn Christine Kelley, Indianola, MS
Ashley Elizabeth Sanchez, Brandon, MS
Jheslia Vidal-Alonso, Vicksburg, MS
Taeler Dion Williams, Jackson, MS

Bachelor of Science

Ryan Broussard, Maurice, LA
Hannah Grace Cranfield, Vicksburg, MS
Cody Christopher Crifasi, Denham Springs, LA
Olivia Reese Dosda, Diamondhead, MS
Emma Christine Doss, Gulfport, MS
Grant David Guzman, Ridgeland, MS
Sawani ADai Jackson, Birmingham, AL
Michael Wayne McDonald II, Richland, MS
Valrie Nicole Morris, Conehatta, MS
Jacob Hunter Russell, Milton, FL
Abigail Morgan Taylor, Edwards, MS
 Taeler Dion Williams, Jackson, MS
Anthony Hinson Wilson, Montgomery, AL  

maSter of artS

Salman Khafif Alshammari, Rafha Northern  
     Borders, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
     Major:  English

maSter of Science

Heather Danielle Bennett, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Homeland Security

Robert Leon DeDeaux, Sr., Phoenix, AZ
     Major:  Homeland Security

 
SCHOOL OF NURSING
dr. Kimberly sharp, dean 

Bachelor of Science in nurSing

Anniston Hope Bethea, Florence, MS
Mary Claire Kimzey, Water Valley, MS
Ana-Grace Rose Landfair, Brandon, MS
Trace Patton Lawrence, Bossier City, LA
Elena McKenzie Naef, Brandon, MS
John Mark Quarles, Madison, MS
Kaylyn Nicole Shoemake, Petal, MS
Elizabeth Rhymes Speed, Jackson, MS
Abigail Regina Vega, Abita Springs, LA
Malika Verma, Madison, MS

accelerated B.S.n. 
DeJuan E. Austin, Petal, MS                                                                                                               
Deja Jawon Davis, Ridgeland, MS
MacKenzie Grace Newton, Raymond, MS
Callan Chaplin Shinall, Oxford, MS
Ashley Michelle Thompson, Lexington, MS

r.n. to B.S.n.
Leticia Artrice Ausmer, R.N., Ocean Springs, MS
Chelsie Rachelle Brown, R.N., Ellisville, MS
Nakisha Jones Cox, R.N., Jackson, MS
Angela Denise Douglas, R.N., Quitman, MS
Jacelia LaSha Fountain, R.N., Woodville, MS
Heather Sheanna Hagwood Swanner, R.N.,       
     Meridian, MS

Mary Beth Hardy, R.N., New Albany, MS
Zeita Parker Jones, R.N., Jackson, MS
Krissle Reco Nicome, R.N., Jackson, MS*
Jazsmine Perry, R.N., Macon, MS* 
Anna Rachele Pippin, R.N., Little Rock, MS 
Kelli Street, R.N., Meridian, MS
Melanie Arnold Tillery, R.N., Vicksburg, MS 
Ashanna DeGenae Huff Tobias, R.N., Liberty, MS*
Matthew Brent Trussell, R.N., Brandon, MS

maSter of Science in nurSing

Madeline Rose Campbell, Pawnee, IL*
     Major:  Clinical Nurse Leader

Jennifer Ann James, Pineville, LA*
     Major:  Clinical Nurse Leader

Madalyn Kristine May, Brandon, MS*
     Major:  Clinical Nurse Leader

Natalie Cole Russell, Clinton, MS*
     Major:  Clinical Nurse Leader

Deborah Priscilla Stallworth, Clinton, MS*
     Major: Clinical Nurse Leader

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE  
AND MATHEMATICS
dr. stan baldWin, dean

Bachelor of Science

Christopher Xavier Adams, Greenville, MS
Allan David Boswell, Brandon, MS*
Amber Nicole Cook, Richland, MS
Trevor DaVon Florence, Byram, MS
Alexandria Nicole Harris, Carthage, MS
Christian Matthew Leach, Starkville, MS
Shelby GeorgeAnne Miller, Loranger, LA
Bentley Scott Montgomery, Brandon, MS
Analee Mobley Rios, Pearl, MS
Lauren Lee Sutton, Florence, MS*
Rachel Faith Walker, Brookhaven, MS
Kayla Elise Wolf, Southaven, MS
 

maSter of education

Maitreyi Yakshap Patel, Ahmedabad Gujarat, India
     Major:  Computer Science

maSter of Science
 
Rochester Alston, Kosciusko, MS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Cortesia LaShae Baker, Winona, MS
     Major:  Biology

Emma Katherine Bartle, Moultonborough, NH*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Gavin Bourgeois, Ocean Springs, MS
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Lauren Elise Chancellor, Madison, MS
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Laura Ashley Childress, Eustace, TX
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Rachel Chiramel, Nokesville, VA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Chandler Reis Clark, Ridgeland, MS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Kenzie Karyl Cook, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Jillian Concetta DeSalle, Navarre, FL
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences
 
Grace Ellen Dry, Zachary, LA* 
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Brittany Rose Gallagher, Metairie, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Kelsey Janae Gardiner, Sunset, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

SaFerrah Graddy, Tampa, FL*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Bethany Rose Guidry, Opelousas, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences
 
Jeffrey Carter Holland, Paducah, KY
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Carissa Tarneisha Jones, Flora, MS
     Major: Computer Science 
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Stacey Tresa Jose, Lewisville, MS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Katlyn Ann Joubert, Eunice, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Jasmine Lanae’ Kinchen, Nashville, TN
     Major:  Biology

Ann Marie Louise Lahasky, Erath, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Cardarius Kentrell Lloyd, Byram, MS
     Major:  Biology

Tiara Breanna Mayfield, Hattiesburg, MS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Ronald Rae McCall III, Jackson, MS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Nia Joykeya Mcknight, Belzoni, MS*
     Major:  Biology

Milan Michel Milson, Youngsville, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Caridade Lise Moncion, Stockbridge, GA
     Major:  Biology

Christopher Scott Moore, Winter Haven, FL*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Grantham Moore, Memphis, TN
     Major:  Biology

Curry Lee Moses, Baton Rouge, LA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Brandon Paul Naquin, Lake Charles, LA*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Kateska Shatameisheiah Shikiailia Patterson,  
     Eupora, MS
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Tam Minh Phan, Sugar Hill, GA
     Major: Biology
Patricia Ann Poyser, Clinton, MS*
     Major:  Biology

Jenna Ellen Reynolds, Augusta, KS*
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Taliah Taylor Shinholster, College Park, GA
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Miiah April-Love Sutton, Hattiesburg, MS
     Major:  Biology Medical Sciences

Tandra Marsha Thomas, Delta City, MS*
     Major:  Biology

Essence Monique Tornabene, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Biology
      Thesis:  Temporal Variations in Abundance of the 

Atlantic Mole Crab, Emerita talpoida (Decapoda: 
Anomura: Hippidae), on a Renourished Beach in 
Navarre Beach, Florida.

     Thesis Committee:
     Dr, Jana N. Thoma, Chair
     Dr. Frank R. Hensley
     Dr. Chet F. Rakocinski

Meagan Alexandrea’ Walker, Rosharon, TX
     Major:  Biology Medical Science

Hsiang Yi Wang, Keelung, Taiwan*   
     Major:  Mathematics

John Connolly Young, Jackson, MS* 
     Major:  Biology

Abdallah Sammy Zaitar, Madison, MS*   
     Major:  Biology

maSter of Science in medicine

Haleigh Hanna Bates, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Katherine Dyan Billings, Tyler, TX
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Anna Catherine Boudreaux, Texarkana, TX
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Logan Alexander Boyer, Shamokin Dam, PA
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Ashley Morgan Chandler, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Jade Chen, Brooklyn, NY
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

 

Brandon Arthur Cook, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Julianne Marie Dugas, Willis, TX
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Yesenia Gonzalez, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Ariel David Gordon, Bethesda, MD
     Major:  Physician Assistant 
 
Mary Claire Graham, Hernando, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Lane Elisabeth Jones, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Sarah Elizabeth Klopman, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Carly Rose Koenig, Stillman Valley, IL
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Abigail Sylvia Martin, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Corey Scott Martin, Festus, MO
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Kayla Lillian McCrory, Kosciusko, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Cassidy Lynn McKinney, Minden, LA
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Sean Douglas Morgan, Winterville, NC
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

T’Kylia S. Moss-Powe, Hattiesburg, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Courtney Elizabeth Newsome, Ridgeland, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Kayla Leigh Nicholson, Hickory Flat, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Ryan Keogh Palermo, Lake Charles, LA
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Christopher Laton Pate, Boulder, CO
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Seth Bradford Rogers, Flowood, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Margaret Anne Rousseau, Saint Charles, MO
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Virginia Lee Secrest, Hattiesburg, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Erica Kellyn Smith, Florence, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Kyndall Denise Strickland, Fortson, GA
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Tyler Anthony Vitus, Campbell, OH
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Brianna Nicole Watkins, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

Mary Elizabeth Worbington, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Physician Assistant 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES 

dr. michael highfield, graduate dean,  
proVost and executiVe Vice president

Bachelor of Science

Julia Rose Ellis, Clinton, MS
Rebeckah Keri Mardis, Biloxi, MS
Abigail Bonita Marie Pinkley, Dublin, GA

maSter of health  
ServiceS adminiStration

Ashley Nicole Claytor, Starkville, MS*
     Major:  Health Services Administration

Christina Rochelle Gaddis, Meridian, MS*
     Major:  Health Services Administration

Tahara Romal Thornton, Jr., Semmes, AL
     Major:  Health Services Administration
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MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE
W INTER COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL OF L AW

 
a. e. Wood coliseum, clinton, mississippi

f r iday, december 15, 2023
2:00 p.m.

*The audience will please stand.

*PROCESSIONAL
“Veritas March”

by Benjamin Williams
Dr. Robert Knupp 

Professor of Organ, Department of Music

*COLLECTIVE CHRISTMAS CAROL
“O Come All Ye Faithful”

by John Francis Wade
Dr. Beth Everett

Assistant Professor and  
Director Choral Activities 

Dr. Robert Knupp

*INVOCATION
Gregory Travis, “The Mayor”

Public Safety Officer
Van “Doc” Quick Distinguished  

Staff Member, 2022-2023

WELCOME and PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
Dr. Blake Thompson

President, Mississippi College

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Dr. Melinda Gann

Associate Professor, School of  
Science and Mathematics

Distinguished Professor, 2022-2023

 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Dr. Cindy Melton 

Dean, School of Education

Dr. John Anderson
Dean, School of Law

Dr. Mike Highfield 
Graduate Dean, Provost and Executive Vice President

Dr. Blake Thompson 
President

ALUMNI CHARGE
Dr. Jim Turcotte

Vice President
Executive Director Alumni Association

*ALMA MATER
by George Mackie
Dr. Beth Everett

Dr. Robert Knupp

*CLOSING STATEMENT
Dr. Mike Highfield

*BENEDICTION 
Dr. Cindy Melton

*RECESSIONAL
“Stately Processional”

by James S. Sclater
Dr. Robert Knupp

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Wi n t er 2023 com mencemen t

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
dr. cindy melton, dean

Bachelor of Science

Angelo J’Sean Amos, Madison, MS
Kaitlynn C. Anderson, Canton, MS
Tra’Jen Benard Mekhi Anderson, Hattiesburg, MS
Alexis Barnett, Poplarville, MS
Elizabeth Reagan Bright, Pearl, MS
Camilla Grace Chambers, Cullman, AL
Anne Blye Clark, Vestavia Hills, AL
Anna Elizabeth Deerman, Pinson, AL
Olivia Reese Dosda, Diamondhead, MS
Anna Wesleigh Driskell, Tupelo, MS
Julia Lee Dunn, Brandon, MS
Jakobe Curteon Graves, Tuscaloosa, AL
Sophie Margaret Hawkins, Collierville, TN
Erin Gaither Hederman, Jackson, MS
Derius Jahmal Hopkins, Louisville, MS
Elise Danielle Lewis, Birmingham, AL
Mollie Ann Matthews, Clinton, MS
Michael Andrew McClellan, Jr., Foley, AL*
AnnaClaire Grace Nance, Collinsville, MS
Katherine Isabelle Oliver, LaGrange, GA
Raylin Parker, Lucedale, MS
Garrett Jeremiah Posey, Union, MS
John Harris Rice, Hattiesburg, MS
Cathleen Ada Skipworth, LaGrange, GA
Jalen Deshawn Smith, Jackson, MS
Jeyla Mone Smith, Lutcher, LA*
Cecilia Gabrielle Sonia, Clinton, MS
Megan Brianne Stone, Water Valley, MS
Ashton Caroline Storey, Germantown, TN
Andrew James Studer, Southaven, MS
Walter Travis Taylor III, Madison, MS  
Maria Antoinette Wardlow, Clinton, MS
Britney Young, Jackson, MS
Emma Kate Young, Lafayette, LA
Kalyn Olivia Young, Yazoo City, MS

Bachelor of Science in 
education

Lauren Michelle Allison, Abita Springs, LA
Katarina Noelle Blackwell, Hattiesburg, MS 

Scarlett Castillo-Thompson, Pelahatchie, MS
Denashia Johmil Fulwiley, Clinton, MS
Jana Case McQuage, Brookhaven, MS
Emma Marie Smith, Clinton, MS
Zaria Michelle White, Flora, MS
Anna Marie Wood, Florence, MS

maSter of education

Berea Jean Kelly Adams, Houston, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Margaret Faith Akers, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Abbey Elizabeth Allen, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Elementary Education

Ciante Alexander Pierre Barber, Holly Springs, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Adam Alexander Bates, Hattiesburg, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Morgan Kathryn Bergeron, Columbus, MS*   
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Darcy Joy Mathena Bingham, Kosciusko, MS*   
     Major:  Online Instruction & Design K-12

Jennifer Anne Blount, Brandon, MS
      Major:  Educational Leadership for 

Independent Schools

Melanie Ellen Boyle, Madison, MS*   
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy Program

Anfernee Dequon Brand, West Point, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Krystal Leshay Broom, Foxworth, MS*   
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction
 
Kerri Bell Brown, Mobile, AL*   
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Eva Samantha Brown Buckner, Byram, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction
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Meagan Suzanne Burns, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Addison Rivers Cade, Wesson, MS*    
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Erina Myran Pope Catchings, Crystal Springs, MS* 
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Alma Carrie Chambliss, Richland, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Antosha Cherie Chambliss, Fayette, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Robin Garner Chastain, Grenada, MS*       
      Major:  Educational Leadership for 

Independent Schools

Morgan Elizabeth Childers, Moss Point, MS*   
     Major:  Special Education

Victoria Amber Clark, Mount Olive, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Emilie I. Collier, Murphysboro, IL*   
     Major:  Elementary Education

Kevin Stewart Conley, Memphis, TN
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Danyelle DeShaun Cooper, Moraga, CA
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Cheri Lynn Creel, Brandon, MS*   
     Major:  Educational Leadership for       
     Independent Schools

Karen Daniels, Olive Branch, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Marah Alexis Davis, Leakesville, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Kristen Sheffield DeVore, Carriere, MS*  
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction
 
Kaci Bryant Drake, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction 

Heather Leigh Duley, New Albany, MS*   
     Major:  Online Instruction & Design K-12

Victoria East, Vicksburg, MS
      Major:  School Counseling

Emily Ann Evans, Brandon, MS*    
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Kristen Renee Farmer, Carthage, MS*   
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

James Mitchell Flickner, Pelahatchie, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Allison Riviera Flippin, Magnolia, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Kyra Lynn Francois, Brandon, MS
      Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Jonathan Edward Garrison, Potts Camp, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Michael David Gibson, Corinth, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Kristen Bailey Googe, Meridian, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Murphy Rayford Greer, Jr., Jackson, MS*    
     Major:  Online Instruction & Design K-12

Charlton Grey, McComb, MS 
     Major: Educational Leadership

Sarah Denley Herrington, Flowood, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Hayden Edward Harrell, Perkinston, MS* 
     Major:  School Counseling

Jessica Morgan Haynes, Walker, LA*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Amy Powell Hays, Okolona, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Lacey Leddy Hedgepeth, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Alana Brooke Hendershot, Madison, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Sarah Denley Herrington, Flowood, MS
     Major:  Special Education
    

Alexandra Bonnie-Marie Hill, Madison, MS
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy 

Stephanie Moulds Hittle, Collins, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Susan Milner House, Olive Branch, MS
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy

Sarah Disharoon Huffstetler, Cumming, GA
     Major:  Special Education

Kalasha Angelique Hughes, Flowood, MS*
      Major:  Teaching Arts Secondary Education 

7-12

Lydia Grace Johnson, New Albany, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Vonda Kaye Joiner, Madison, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Alma LeeShenee Jones, Canton, MS*
      Major:  Teaching Arts Secondary Education 

7-12

Jacqueline Walker Kelley, Waynesboro, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership for      
     Independent Schools

Natalie Quarles King, Clinton, MS
      Major:  Educational Leadership for 

Independent Schools

Leesa Nicole Knight, Seminary, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Ivy Faith Lucy Lawson, Burnsville, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Mary Desiree Brewer Lee, Moss Point MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
 
Brooke Diana Leggett, Starkville, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Clover Rayeann Lilley, Collinsville, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Kristien Winstead Long, Philadelphia, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Rena Hamilton Lunsford, Flora, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Kenya LaShea Metcalf, Okolona, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Deborah Lisa Johnson Mitchell, Florence, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Madison House Mocknick, Moss Point, MS*
     Major:  Special Education

Tracye MiRanda Nance, Tupelo, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Shayla Kay Purifoy Oakes, Vancleave, MS
     Major:  Teaching Arts Secondary 7-12

De’Andrea Alzay Ollie, Tchula, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Elizabeth Nicole Pascale, Lancaster, PA*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Rashaun Artez Petty, Sr., Pearl, MS*
      Major:  Teaching Arts Elementary Education 

4-6

Shelby Lee Phillips, Vicksburg, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Hope Nicole Poelma, D’Iberville, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Kaylee Purvis, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Carissa Morgan Rainey, Ellisville, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Eddie L. Ratliff, Sr., Tylertown, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Robert W. Roberts, Decatur, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Amber Lindeen Rogers, Lucedale, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Ricardo D’ondra Sacks, Marks, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Tiffany Deanne Sanders, Fayette, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Amber Danesha Scott, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction
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Presley Olivia Seal, Bogalusa, LA
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Laura Leslie Sheffield, Belden, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Hannah Ward Smith, Collinsville, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Ladarius Davon Smith, Greenville, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Sherri Lynne Sneed, Columbus, MS*
      Major:  Educational Leadership for 

Independent Schools

Amberlie Dianne Stephens, Hattiesburg, MS*
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy

Parker Olivia Stephenson, Oxford, MS*
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy Program

Brandy Ryshel Stubblefield, Ecru, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
 
Leanna Horton Stubbs, Ripley, MS
     Major:  Dyslexia Therapy

Sabra Ruth Nord Sturgis, Palmer, AK
     Major:  Elementary Education

Constance Michelle Cook Sullivan, Courtland, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Laura Bailey Szymanski, Hattiesburg, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Kelly Waggener Taylor, Florence, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Kayla Wellington Thrasher, Tupelo, MS
     Major:  Special Education

Cameron Kade Green Ulmer, Laurel, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Katherine Denise Uthoff, Benton, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Vankeo Vuth, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
     Major:  Business Education  

Makeisha Renea Walker, Pearl, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Stephanie Therese Ward, Pontotoc, MS
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Hayley Warren, Senatobia, MS*
      Major:  Educational Leadership for 

Independent Schools

Lafretta Simone Watkins-Cross, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Elementary Education

Emily Parker West, Leakesville, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Lina Marbeth Williams, Vicksburg, MS*
     Major:  Elementary Education

Brittani D’Katherine Williams-Stewart, Vicksburg, MS*
     Major:  Elementary Education

Jeffrey Michael Windham, Ocean Springs, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Anna Morris Woodrow, Columbia, MS*
     Major:  Curriculum and Instruction

Devin Dray Woodruff, Booneville, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership

Malerie Claire Yates, Richland, MS*
     Major:  Elementary Education

Qimeng Zhou, Nanjing, The People’s Republic of China
     Major: Business Education

maSter of Science

Pornsawan Chappell, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Mental Health Counseling

René Michelle Chen, Clinton, MS*
     Major:  Marriage and Family Counseling

Meghan Grace Cole, Olive Branch, MS
     Major:  Higher Education Administration

Christopher Ryan Dlugach, Coldwater, MS
     Major:  Higher Education Administration

Frank Beattie Hutton, IV, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Athletic Administration 
     Intercollegiate Administration

Anthony Pierre Jackson, Clinton, MS      
     Major:  Higher Education Administration

Broderick T.F. Knotts, Jackson, MS*
     Major:  Higher Education Administration   

Alexa Landry Laurendine, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Athletic Administration 
     Intercollegiate Administration

Regina Markesial McLaurin, Louin, MS
     Major:  Marriage and Family Counseling

Patricia Moreno, Brandon, MS
     Major:  Marriage and Family Counseling

Ka’La Mychelle Reed, Vicksburg, MS
     Major:  Mental Health Counseling

Janell Mary Elizabeth Rief, Oregon City, OR
     Major:  Applied Exercise Physiology

Jack Ritchie, Charlotte, NC
     Major:  Athletic Administration 
     Intercollegiate Administration
 
Merfat Badey Saleh, Vicksburg, MS
     Major:  Mental Health Counseling

Elaina C. Stanford, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Applied Exercise Physiology

Tejaswini Tatoju, Hyderabad Telangana, India
     Major:  Applied Exercise Physiology

Ashleigh Nichol Williams, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Applied Exercise Physiology

education SpecialiSt

in memoriam 
Shurronda Roshea Barber Hopkins, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Counseling

MaRae Patton Amacker, Pass Christian, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Tiffany Lashenna Bailey, Olive Branch, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Susan Elizabeth Boyd, Clinton, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Administration K-12

Mahogani Smith Brown, Byram, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Curriculum and Instruction

Vonnie Jefferson Byrd, Hazlehurst, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Administration K-12

Landria Yatrice Davis, Oxford, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Eli Weems Furr, Wesson, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Administration K-12
 
Derick Levarn Hemphill, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Jasmine Jaleicer Hughes, Terry, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Jerry Scott Huskey, Ridgeland, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Administration, K-12

Bettina Copeland Jones, Oxford, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Ashley MaRae Ladner, Saucier, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Annette Y. Matthews, Tupelo, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Emily Grace Mauney, Ripley, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12



m i s s i s s i p p i  c o l l e g e

W i n t e r  2 0 2 3  c o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e

16

m i s s i s s i p p i  c o l l e g e

W i n t e r  2 0 2 3  c o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e

17

Alexis Reza Jones Reed, Belzoni, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Shannon Denise Roberts, Raymond, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Charlotte A. Rudd, Jackson, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Santanna LaQuisha Sneed, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Comelia LaSha Walker, Canton, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership 
     Administration K-12

Terry Josiah Weems, Gulfport, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Administration, K-12

Marsha K. Williams, Clarksdale, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership in 
     Curriculum and Instruction

doctor of education

Kendra Dedeaux Armistad, Wesson, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation:  A Study of Teacher Expectations and 

Perceptions of African American Students
     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Shevonne L. McDuffy-Oatis
     Dr. Stephanie Henderson

 Reta Rena Bailey, Durant, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation: Mississippi Teachers’ Perceptions 

of the Effectiveness of Student Engagement in 
Elementary Classrooms

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Shevonne L. McDuffy-Oatis
     Dr. Anthony M. Moore

 
 
 
 

Donald Keith Boyd, Jr., Alexandria, VA*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation: The Impact of Attendance, Gender and 

Remedial Courses on High School Graduation Rates
     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Bendalonne Griffith
     Dr. Shevonne McDuffy- Oatis
 
Ann Marie Carlyle, Caledonia, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation:  A Study of Key Factors Impacting 

the Self-Efficacy of Elementary and Middle School 
Mississippi Teachers in Suburban and Rural 
School Districts

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Shevonne L. McDuffy-Oatis
     Dr. Mario R. Keys, Sr. 

Lisa Ann Carron, Ridgeland, MS*
      Major:  Educational Leadership
       Dissertation:  Study Of The Effects Of  Pre-

Existing “One-To- One” Technology Programs On 
Achievement Outcomes Post-Pandemic  

      Dissertation Committee:
      Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
      Dr. Willie C. Johnson
      Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis
      Dr. Cheryl P. White

Shanique Anetta Davis, Utica, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership
       Dissertation:  A Study of How Elementary and 

Middle School Teachers In Leader In Me Schools 
and Non-Leader In Me Schools Perceive School 
Culture and Climate

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Phatasis M. O’Harroll
     Dr. Kimberly M. Smith

Ivory Bennie Gray, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership
     Dissertation:  Study of Middle School Teachers’
     Perceptions of Traditional and Block Scheduling 
     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Michael Pope
     Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis

Tiffany Shantell Hicks, Brandon, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation:  An Examination of Student 

Perception of Parental Involvement
     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Stephanie Henderson
     Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis
 
Jorgell Zamea Jones, Southaven, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership     
       Dissertation: Teachers’ Perceptions of Professional 

Development and its Influence on Instructional 
Practices in the 21st Century Classroom

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Shevonne L. McDuffy-Oatis
     Dr. Kimberly M. Smith

Branda Kates Kornegay, Meridian, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
       Dissertation:  Principals and Assistant Principals’ 

Perceptions of Performance Pay for Teachers In 
Mississippi

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson 
     Dr. Rachel Peeples
     Dr. O’Ka Duren

Linda Bates Murray, Clinton, MS
     Major:  Educational Leadership in
     Curriculum and Instruction
      Dissertation: The Predictability of Proficiency on 

the Mississippi Academic Assessment Program Using 
the Renaissance Star Reading Diagnostic

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. LaToya S. Sims
     Dr. Rachel Peeples

Renuka Swami, Olive Branch, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation: A Study of How Reading Skills Affect 

the Criterion- Referenced Test Scores in Mathematics
     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr. Mario R. Keys Sr.
     Dr. Tommy L. Nall, Jr.

Tasha Cornell Viverette, Brandon, MS*
     Major:  Educational Leadership
      Dissertation:  A Study of Principal Leadership 

Styles: A Self- Assessment by Elementary and Middle 
School Principals in Central Mississippi

     Dissertation Committee:
     Dr. Ruthie S. Stevenson, Chair
     Dr. Willie C. Johnson
     Dr.  Mario R. Keys
     Dr. Candra N. Scott

doctor of profeSSional 
counSeling

Myrthala del Carmen Alejo, Laredo, TX
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Utilizing 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy in the Treatment of 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Amy Vlach, Chair
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell

Lindsay Michelle Allen, Baton Rouge, LA
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Treating 

Pregnant Women with Generalized Anxiety Disorder 
and Opioid Use Disorder Using a Combination of 
Medication-Assisted Treatment and an Integrated 
Cognitive Behavioral Approach: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Essqulena Oliphant Brown, Byram, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  The Use of 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to Treat Schizophrenia 
and Substance Abuse in Homeless Women in a 
Residential Setting: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach
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Ranesha Diamond Especto, Cleveland, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  The Effects 

of Group Therapy for African Americans Diagnosed 
with Schizophrenia: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Suzanne Berteau Hamilton, Gonzales, LA*
      Major:  Professional Counseling
       Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Evaluation 

of Domestic Violence Offender Treatment Group for 
Court-Ordered Males

      Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
      Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
      Dr. Amy Vlach

Laurice Derozan Harrison, Gonzales, LA
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  An Integrative 

Approach to Treating Reactive Attachment Disorder 
and Oppositional Defiant Disorder in Adolescents: A 
Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Nancy Nicole Keys, Collins, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Utilizing 

Beck’s Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to Treat 
Co-occurring PTSD, Depression, and Body 
Dysphoria Disorder in an Adolescent, Transgendered

     Male: A Clinical Case Study
     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

LaTasha Marie Myles-McNutt, Pearl, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  A Person-

Centered Approach to Treatment with Women with 
Substance Abuse Integrating Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy, Dialectical Behavioral Therapy, and 
Motivational Interviewing: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Paula Denise Pearson, Waynesboro, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Using 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy in the Treatment of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Complicated 
Grief with an Adult Female in an Outpatient

     Setting: A Clinical Case Study
     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach
 
Kimberly L. Rose, Jackson, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Utilizing 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to Treat Intermittent 
Explosive Disorder in Children: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Monica Melissa Morales Ruiz, San Antonio, TX
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Evaluation of 

a Juvenile Justice-Involved Youth Assessment Tool to 
Reduce Criminogenic Risk

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Joshua De’Von Smith, Gulfport, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Soul Healing: 

An Assimilative Integration Approach for Treating 
Black Men with Depression: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

Rachel Nikia Thomas, Baton Rouge, LA
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  A 

Comprehensive Evaluation of Louisiana’s 
Coordinated System of Care: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Amy Vlach, Chair
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell

LaTarsha Porshae Washington, Vicksburg, MS
     Major:  Professional Counseling
      Project Demonstrating Excellence:  Impact of 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy on the Management 
of Juvenile Schizophrenia: A Clinical Case Study

     Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
     Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
     Dr. Amy Vlach

 
SCHOOL OF LAW
dr. John anderson, dean

doctor of JuriSprudence

Reagan Bryan Dodge, Shreveport, LA
Rose Fantasia Marshall, LaHabra Heights, CA
Danica Cherise Myers, Columbia, MD
Joseph A. Seymour, Laurel, MS
Sauve Mbounji Sonkey, Fang/Menchum, Cameroon



m i s s i s s i p p i  c o l l e g e

W i n t e r  2 0 2 3  c o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e

20

m i s s i s s i p p i  c o l l e g e

W i n t e r  2 0 2 3  c o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e

21

The Mississippi College Mace, carried by the faculty 
council president who serves as grand marshal, is a symbol 
of the authority of the president of Mississippi College. 
Originating in the Middle Ages as a hand weapon used 
by the guards of kings, the mace has evolved into a cer-
emonial symbol in academic processions. The Mississippi 
College Mace is an original design by Dr. Ruth Glaze, 
former professor of art, the late Dr. Kenneth Quinn, art 
instructor, and the late Dr. Archie Germany, professor 
emeritus of chemistry. Dr. Cliff Fortenberry, professor of 
communication and former department head, suggested 
the creation and use of the mace, which was first used 

during the inaugural ceremony of Dr. Howell Todd on 
April 28, 1995. The mounts were designed and cast by the 
late Dr. Sam Gore, professor of art and department head, 
and Steve Cook, former professor of art. The four bronze 
Ormolu mounts represent Provine Chapel, Nelson Hall, a 
Choctaw Indian, and the Mississippi College motto with-
in a circle placed over an open Bible and under the torch 
of truth. The mounts are attached to the four quadrants 
of the mace and the Mississippi College Presidential Seal 
is located in the crest of the mace. 

The medallion concept originated in Biblical days 
as a symbol for authority. The medallion was worn for 
adornment, and its likeness served as the official Seal. The 
Presidential Medallion, crafted for Dr. Blake Thompson, 
symbolizes the authority of the president’s office as well 
as the president’s responsibility to the Mississippi College 

academic community. Fashioned in bronze and electro-
plated with gold, the Presidential Medallion depicts the 
Nelson Hall clock tower and is inscribed with the name 
and founding date of the University. The University’s 
motto, “Veritas et Virtus” (truth and virtue) and the title 
“president,” are included in the inscriptions.

The Seal, which originated in prehistoric periods, 
came to represent the authority of the king. When used 
with wax and attached to a document, the impression of 
the Seal carried with it the full weight of the king’s author-
ity. The University Seal symbolizes the academic authority 

controlled by the University. Any document which bears 
the Seal is vested with the full authority of the University 
and its president. The Mississippi College Presidential Seal 
mirrors the design of the Presidential Medallion. 

M ACE AND SEAL 

PRESIDENTI AL MEDALLION 

THE PRESIDENTI AL SEAL 

A time-honored tradition of great dignity, the wearing 
of academic apparel dates to the ecclesiastical garb of the 
late Middle Ages. The academic gown and hood were appar-
ently first adopted in the 13th century at the University of 
Cambridge (1284). The University of Oxford was soon 
to follow. The custom was transplanted to this country 
in colonial times by Kings College in New York, now  
Columbia University. 

In 1885, American universities and colleges standard-
ized their academic styles and developed the intercollegiate 
code of academic costume. The characteristic elements of 
academic regalia are the gown, hood, and cap. The gown 

is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters, and silk for doctors). 

The hood, worn around the neck to hang down the 
back, is the principal emblem of the nature and source of 
the degree held. It is edged with velvet of the color of the 
degree; its silk lining bears the colors of the institution 
which granted the degree. Hoods may be worn only after 
the degree has been granted. 

The cap bears a tassel which may be black for all ranks 
of degrees, or may be of gold thread for doctors and the 
color representing the degree for bachelors and masters. 

When Mississippi College opened its doors in 1826 as 
Hampstead Academy, much of the United States was still 
wilderness. A mere nine years earlier, Mississippi had been 
admitted into the Union as the twentieth state. Mississippi 
itself was still an untamed frontier – a challenge to be met 
by hard work, diligence, and faith. Applying these ideals to 
the academic setting, Mississippi College began educating 
men and women to become leaders in both professional 
and spiritual arenas. 

Mississippi College is the oldest institution of higher 
learning in Mississippi and was the first co-educational 

institution in the United States to grant a degree to a 
woman. In 1850, the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
obtained the University by lease and began operation 
through a board of trustees. 

Now in its 197th year, Mississippi College is the old-
est University in the state. The University is governed 
by a board of trustees elected by the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention. Support comes through tuition, donations 
from alumni and friends, foundations and corporate sup-
port, and the Mississippi Baptist Convention. 

ACADEMIC REGALI A 

HISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 
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Mississippi College seeks to be known as a University  
recognized for academic excellence and commitment to the cause of Christ.

Mississippi College, governed by a board of trustees 
elected by the Mississippi Baptist Convention, is a private, 
co-educational, comprehensive University of liberal arts 
and sciences and professional studies dedicated to the pur-
suit of academic excellence. Founded in 1826, Mississippi 
College is the oldest institution of higher learning. As a 
Christian institution, Mississippi College values the 
integration of faith and learning throughout the educa-
tional process. 

Consistent with its Baptist heritage and relation-
ship to the Convention, Mississippi College provides a 
Christian education for its student population. Students 
select the University because of the quality of its aca-
demic programs, Christian environment, and location. 
The University recruits students who demonstrate excel-
lence in scholarship, leadership, and church and com-
munity involvement. The majority of students come from 
Mississippi and other southern states. 

Mississippi College stimulates the intellectual devel-
opment of its students through the liberal arts and 
sciences and concentrated study in specialized fields, 
including preprofessional and professional programs. The 
University’s environment promotes the spiritual, social, 

emotional, and physical development of its students and 
encourages them to utilize their skills, talents, and abili-
ties as they pursue meaningful careers, lifelong learning, 
and service to God and others. The University emphasizes 
those undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs 
that offer opportunities for service. The University reflects 
its responsibility of service to the community through a 
variety of learning opportunities and numerous cultural-
enrichment experiences.

Mississippi College is committed to excellence and 
innovation in teaching and learning. The University seeks 
to employ and retain faculty who are dedicated to teach-
ing, learning, and advising students; who support and 
engage in scholarship and creative activities that advance 
knowledge; and who seek to continue their own profes-
sional development. The University also seeks to employ 
and retain staff and administrators who are equally 
dedicated to supporting these efforts. Furthermore, the 
University selects employees who reflect Christian values 
and a commitment to service. Mississippi College is an 
equal opportunity employer in accordance with Title VII 
and applicable exemptions.

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 
VISION STATEMENT

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 
MISSION STATEMENT

VAN “DOC” QUICK DISTINGUISHED STAFF AWARD

Each year since 2005 Mississippi College has recognized an outstanding member of the staff as the recipient of the 
Distinguished Staff Award.  In honor of Dr. Van Dyke Quick, Vice President for Student and Alumni Affairs, Emeritus, 
an outstanding alumnus and long-time member of the Mississippi College family, the award was renamed and presented 
in 2010 as the Van “Doc” Quick Distinguished Staff Award.  Nominations for this award are received in April each year 
and may be received from students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends of Mississippi College.  A nominee for this award 
must be a current Mississippi College staff employee who has had three consecutive years of service as a full-time staff 
member. The recipient of the award is selected by a committee composed of seven staff members and presented at the 
May commencement.

Each year since 1978 Mississippi College has recognized a member of the faculty as Distinguished Professor of the Year.  
In the spring of 2000, the General Faculty voted to revise the process by which the Distinguished Professor is chosen. 
Currently, faculty in the schools of Business, Education, Law, and Nursing nominate one member of their respective 
faculties for this award. The faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences nominates three members, one each from the 
Humanities, the Sciences, Fine Arts, and Communication. Each May, a committee appointed by the President of the 
Faculty Council and composed of faculty from all academic divisions of the University selects the Distinguished Professor 
of the Year based on criteria established by the General Faculty.

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR AWARD 

aWa r d rec i pi e n t s

1977-78 Dr. Archie Germany
1978-79 Dr. Joe Cooper
1979-80 Dr. George Pittman
1980-81 Dr. William P. Stark
1981-82 Dr. L. Craig Whitlock
1982-83 Dr. Ron Howard
1983-84 Dr. Lloyd Roberts
1984-85 Dr. Anne Meydrech
1985-86 Dr. Ed Akin
1986-87 Dr. Ralph Taylor
1987-88 Dr. Joe M. Cooper
1988-89 Dr. James Burnside
1989-90 Dr. Bettye Coward
1990-91 Dr. John McCall
1991-92 Dr. Craig Turner
1992-93 Dr. Kirk Ford

1993-94 Mrs. Mary Catherine Gentry
1994-95 Dr. Billy Hicks
1995-96 Dr. Becky Lynchard Clark
1996-97 Dr. James Sclater
1997-98 Dr. Debbie Pierce
1998-99 Dr. John Meadors
1999-00 Dr. Shirley N. Jones
2000-01 Dr. Tom Williams
2001-02 Dr. Gerald Lee
2002-03 Dr. Edward Valente
2003-04 Dr. William P. Stark
2004-05 Dr. David H. Magers
2005-06 Dr. Bill Wheeler, Jr.
2006-07 Dr. Mary Ann Henriques
2007-08 Dr. Mark Modak-Truran
2008-09 Dr. Michael Mann

2009-10 Dr. Kerri Jordan
2010-11 Dr. James Everett
2011-12 Dr. Emily Fokeladeh
2012-13 Dr. David G. Miller
2013-14 Dr. Patricia Bennett
2014-15 Prof. Steve Cook
2015-16 Dr. Teresa Floyd
2016-17 Dr. Cindy Melton
2017-18 Dr. John Travis 
2018-19 Dr. John Anderson
2019-20 Dr. Steven Price
2020-21  Dr. Tommy Leavelle 
2021--22 Dr. Sara Kimmel
2022-23  Dr. Melinda Gann

2004-05 Carolyn V. Hand
2005-06 Bettye Stewart
2006-07 Cindy Hampton
2007-08 Sandy Reeves
2008-09 Ricky Russell
2009-10 Cynda Golden
2010-11 Jeannie Lane

2011-12 Linda Taylor
2012-13 Shirley Tipton
2013-14 Ann Long
2014-15 Susan Musselwhite
2015-16 Kathy Gibbs
2016-17 Mary Beth Graves
2017-18 Jo Sistrunk

2018-19 Shelia Carpenter
2019-20 Laura Ann Hoffman
2020-21 Autumn Norman 
2021-22 Elizabeth Milner 
2022-23  Gregory Travis

aWa r d rec i pi e n t s
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMENCEMENT COMMIT TEE

Ronnie Falvey, Chairman
Ken Weathersby, Vice Chairman

Jane Hederman, Secretary

Amanda Alexander-Taylor
Chad Altmyer
Ralph Barnes
Barry Corbett
Eddie Donahoe
LaVerne Edney
David Eldridge

Roy Fountain
Tina Fulcher
Frank Gunn
Gregg Harper
Jeff Holland
Tony Huffman
Tom S. Lee

Oscar Miskelly
Paul Moak, Jr.
Dwayne Pickett
Hugh Plunkett
Mike Rice
Ronnie Smith
Bill Sones

Art Stevens
Chip Stevens
Tony Stringer
Percy Thornton
Robert Watson

David Miller, Chairman
Blake Thompson, Ex-officio

Jonathan Ambrose
Stan Baldwin
Kenny Bizot
Lori Bobo
Tanya Bradley
Shelia Carpenter
Margaret Cole

Alfred Daniels
Madison Dean
Marcelo Eduardo
Roe Grubbs
Tracey Harrison
Randi Jarnigan
Cindy Melton 

Susan Musselwhite
Brent Perkins
Megan Pritchett
Jonathan Randle
Kimberly Sharp
Billy Thornton
Jim Turcotte

Missa Turman
Reid Vance
Wayne VanHorn
Mike Warren
Ben Williams
Michael Wright

MACE BEARER
Mary Ellen Stewart

The pleasing bronze sculpture, “Jesus and the Children,” created by the late internationally celebrated artist,  
Dr. Samuel Gore, is located in a perfect spot on the Quad near the home of the School of Education. 
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O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL “ALM A M ATER”
g e o r g e  m a c K i e
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