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This course examines legal rights, privileges, and regulations of the press, radio, television, and films.  The principles of libel, contempt, copyright, and rights of privacy are explored.

This class will cover both the uses and abuses of the law as it relates directly to the field of mass communication.  Topics will be covered online in various different forms such as notes, websites, text materials, discussions topics, quizzes and other online materials.  Students will be expected to participate in every aspect of the class.  This is not a self paced class.  Each week will open at 12:01 Monday morning and close the following Sunday night at 12:00 o’clock midnight.  The topics will NOT be opened again and all assignments not completed will not be offered again.  There are assignments and due dates MUST BE ADHERED TO.  NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE!!  All formal written assignments (amendment essays and research papers) must be computer submitted online and sent through Turn It In.  No handwritten assignments will be accepted.  Provided Website links enrich the class.

There will be one formal individual paper due.  Graduates must submit proposals for their paper, including some of the references that will be used.  All research topics must approved by the instructor.  They should be very narrowly focused but deep in detail and content.  The topic selection is a multistep process and is so important that 5% of the total class value is assigned to the selection process.  All papers must use APA 6th edition writing style.  Undergraduates' papers will be 10-12 pages of correctly formatted text; graduates 14 -16 pages of correctly formatted text.  The page length minimum does not include the cover page, abstract page, nor reference pages.  They must utilize Times New Roman 12 pt. font and have a minimum of 25 lines per page.  If there are fewer than 25 lines per page, a penalty will be assessed for being short.  All paper topics must be approved by the instructor and should be written in such manner so as to further the knowledge of the class.  All papers will be presented orally in a video online format so that all of the other students may access them in order to make comment.   Each student must view all of the presentations and comment on a minimum of  2 of the other students’ research presentations as a part of the discussion forum.  Each discussion must be a minimum of 200 words and may not include phrases such as “I thought that they did a good job”, or “it was nice”.  Rather students must view each of the presentations and make critically sound comment on specific talking points in order to qualify for credit.  Do not comment on your own work!

There will be a series of essays written by the class comparing the First Amendments' rights to the other rights specified in the Bill of Rights - the first ten amendments to the Constitution.  These will be turned in on assigned dates throughout the term.  They should be a MINIMUM of two pages (at least 50 lines) per amendment covered.  Each amendment should be stated verbatim and correctly cited at the beginning of the work, each amendment clause should be addressed and example cases cited.  After 
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developing the amendment clause(s) and citing from Constitutional scholars, the student must then compare each of the other amendments (2 – 10) to the freedoms in the First Amendment.  These must be posted for discussion by the class.  After posting their own work, each student must discuss at least 3 of the other students’ essays in each of the assignments throughout the term as a part of the discussion forum.  Each discussion must be a minimum of 200 words and may not include phrases such as “I thought that they did a good job”, or “it was nice”.  Rather students must read each of the essays and make comment on specific talking points in order to qualify for credit.  Do not comment on your own work!

Additionally, each graduate student will also be expected to present an online video oral presentation on a topic to be chosen after research and discussion with the instructor.  These topics will consist of information other than that which was covered in class either in lecture or in the paper presentations.  These presentations will also be in written APA 6th and will be submitted to the instructor in formal written form through Turn It In and posted for class discussion.  They should be 8 - 10 pages of content.  Cover page, abstract and references are in addition to the 8 – 10 content pages.  An outline will be provided for the class as well.  The presentation will be 20-30 minutes in length and the material covered will be subject to questions on test.  After viewing the content, each student other than the presenter, must post a comment on the presentation.  In order to meet the discussion requirement, each student discussion must be a minimum of 200 words and may not include phrases such as “I thought that they did a good job”, or “it was nice”.  Rather students must view the presentation and make comment on specific talking points in order to qualify for credit.  Do not comment on your own work!

All formal written assignments must be completed and then submitted through “Turn It In”.  In NO instances will the papers be accepted if they are found to be at 22% or greater non original work as determined by Turn It In.  Plagiarism is grounds for immediate failure in this class; do not cheat or steal other’s work.  APA 6th writing style must be followed precisely!  Cite and write correctly!

All reading assignments will be subject to quizzes and will be covered in class and on tests, as well.  Quizzes will be scheduled each week in which notes are covered.  Tests will be mostly objective with some discussion as well.  Graduates will not be given the option to choose questions if options are given on test. They must answer ALL that appear.

All makeup tests must be taken at a specific time arranged with the instructor within 1 week for tests 1 and 2.  Makeup tests may or may not be accessible online, depending on availability within MC Moodle.  In no circumstance will there be a makeup final given.  Not taking the final examination will result in an Incomplete (I) grade and must be removed within two weeks.  In order to take a makeup test, the student must have an excused absence and then must arrange a time to take it.  The time should be convenient for both the instructor and the student.  If the test is not taken within the time allowed, the grade on that test will be considered to be NO CREDIT (0).

Each student must watch three different motion pictures for the class; Braveheart, The Patriot, and Saving Private Ryan.  Each will generate a discussion from each student to be posted in the discussion section of the class.  Each student must view, post a 300 word minimum comment, and respond to at least 3 of the other students’ comments as well during the week in which the viewing assignment is given.  Failure to watch, post an original comment and respond to other students comments will result in an “F” on the assignment.  Please secure access to the movies in advance of the assignment due date.

Each student must access and view all of the websites in each section then select three different websites and comment on them. The comments should be at least a 200 word minimum .  Then respond to at least 3 of the other students comments as well during the week in which the reading assignment is given.  In 
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order to meet the discussion requirement, each student discussion may not include phrases such as “I thought that they did a good job”, or “it was nice”. Failure to read, post an original comment and respond to other students comments will result in an “F” on the assignment.   

Calendar of events:

May 27 - June 1 COM 050 Online Orientation, Overview and The American Legal System, Chapter 1,         	audio class notes, Website viewing, discussion board,  Quiz
June 2 - 8 Freedom of the Press, Chapters 2&3, audio class notes, Video viewing “Brave Heart”,          	discussion board, Website viewing, Quiz 
June 8 Paper topic approval (must be in depth and narrowly focused) 
June 9 or 10 TEST
June 9 - 15  Libel, Chapters 4, 5 & 6, audio class notes, First essay; Amendments 1, 2 & 3, June        	14; Video viewing “The Patriot”, discussion board
June 16 - 22 Copyright, Chapter 14, audio class notes, Website viewing, Quiz 
June 23 - 29 Second essay; Amendments 4, 5 & 6, June 28; audio class notes, discussion board,         	Quiz
June 30 Research Paper Presentations
June 30 – July 6 Research paper viewing and discussions, Website viewing, discussion board
July 7 or 8 TEST
July 7 - 13 FCC regulation, Chapter 16, audio class notes, Website viewing, 
    	Third essay; Amendments 7 & 8 July 12, Quiz
July 14 - 18 Final essay; Amendments 9 & 10, July 17 Graduate presentations, July 18, Video viewing           	“Saving Private Ryan”, discussion board 
July 19 or 20 FINAL

Grade components undergraduate:                       Grade components graduate:                                  
Orientation (050)		10%			Orientation (COM 050)			10%
Research Paper Topic	  	  5%			Research Paper Topic			  5%
Tests 				20%			Tests					20%
Research			20%			Research Paper				15%
Amendment Essays		20%			Graduate Research Presentation		10%
Online Discussion Forum	15%			Amendment Essays			15%
Quizzes				10%			Online Discussion Forum 		15%
                                                   100%			Quizzes					10%
											             100%	

Undergraduates A = 100-94    B = 93-85    C = 84-75    D = 74-68    F = 67>
Graduates A = 100-94  B+ = 93  B = 92-85  C+ = 84  C = 83 -75  D+ = 74 D = 73 - 68    F = 67>

Please create a profile for the class so that each class member has some information about the other class mates.  Nothing too personal, just something which allows us to create a sense of community.  It goes without saying that you need not tell us about your status, or similar, but goals, reasons for taking the class, how you plan to use your degree, where you might have gone to school, where you might have traveled or you favorites in movies or food or similar helps to personalize each individual in the class.  Include an image as well.
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Academic Integrity: 
Mississippi College students are expected to be honest. The college and this instructor does not tolerate, cheating, plagiarism, forgery or misuse of college documents.  The penalty may include, loss of credit and possible dismissal from the college.  The policy is stated in the Mississippi College Tomahawk and in Policy 2.19.  Copies of the policy are available on MC.edu.  

All work undertaken for this class is understood to be the students’ own work.  Those found in violation of this will be referred to the Communication Department and Graduate School for due punishment. 

No cheating will be tolerated!  Plagiarism will result in a loss of the total value of the assignment turned in for credit.  For the research paper, that will amount to 20% of the semester grade.  For the amendment essays, it will be 2.5% of the semester grade for each amendment.  It is not worth jeopardizing passing the class.  I check and I watch.

I will communicate ONLY through the student’s MC.edu account.  Any other form of communication will not be answered and no assignments can be graded unless it is turned in on that account.  All class communication will be sent via fortenbe@mc.edu.  If you do not receive information from me, that means that you are not using your mc.edu account or you are not checking that account at regular intervals.

The faculty member reserves the right to make any and all needed changes throughout the semester.  All changes will be discussed with students in class.
