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Art Appreciation

Study Sheet – Chapter 9, Painting

Vocabulary:
Three components of paint:  pigment, binder (or medium), and vehicle

The pigment provides the color; the binder mixes with the pigment to hold the pigment particles together without dissolving them and to attach the pigment to the surface; and the vehicle spreads the pigment.

Support - a flat surface to which paints are applied for an artwork.

Ground – a preliminary coating or prime or sizing used to seal the raw material of the support before the artist paints on it.  The most common ground used that is made of plaster of paris or white chalk and glue or white paint is gesso.

Encaustic – a painting medium in which pigment is suspended in a binder of hot wax.

Murals – large paintings on walls or ceilings that become part of the architecture.

True fresco or buon fresco -a painting technique in which pigments suspended in water are applied to a damp lime-plaster surface.  The pigments dry to become part of the plaster wall or surface.  Also called wet fresco.

Secco fresco – another ancient wall painting method done on finished dried lime-plaster walls, called dry fresco. 

Cartoons – a drawing completed as a full-scale working drawing for a mural or fresco or larger piece of work.

Glaze – a thin transparent or translucent layer of paint brushed over another 

Alla prima – direct painting wet paint into wet paint

Impasto – thick paint applied to a surface in a heavy manner, leaving a textured paste appearance

Mixed Media – works of art made with more than one medium.

Study questions:
1.
Michelangelo painted frescos on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

2.
Diego Rivera painted frescos in Mexico, Detroit and other locations during the 
       
1930s.

3.
There were many murals painted in public places during the depression.
       
This form of art has become popular again; there are some along the waterfront
            in Vicksburg, MS.

4.
A medium that uses egg as a binder is called egg tempera.  A famous contempory 
          
that uses this medium is Andrew Wyeth.

5.
An Impressionist artist who painted mostly in the impasto technique is Vincent 
    
van Gogh.  His most famous painting used to illustrate this is The Starry Night.   

6.
A modern synthetic paint used today that dries quickly and is very permanent is
          
acrylic.

7.
The paint that throughout history has been the most popular to use and dries very 
       
slowly is oil paint.

8.
The paint that is water-based and transparent and popular with artists doing quick 
          
color studies is watercolor paint.

9.
One of the most famous watercolorists of the 19th century who painted in the east
       
and Florida and Islands is Winslow Homer.

10.
Opaque watercolor is called gouache.

11.
Collage is an artwork done by gluing various materials on a flat surface.
       
This was made popular first by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque.

12.
The contemporary artist who made “combines”, a type of art called mixed media
           
is Robert Rauschenberg.

13.  
The three parts of paint are pigment, binder, and vehicle.

14.  
The surface that an artist paints on is called a support.

15.  
The most common material used to seal raw surfaces of wood or canvas is gesso.

16.  
A full-size drawing used by mural and fresco painters to transfer their design to 
       
the wall is a cartoon.

17.  
A layer, or several layers, of transparent paint that gives a final work a luminous 
       
quality is a glaze.

18.  
When an artist combines various materials in one price of artwork, the work is 
       
called mixed media.
